Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
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The  1949  Forest  Fire  Season  in  the  Lake  States 


1948  was  the  worst  forest  fire  year  in  the  Lake  States  since  1936.  This  is  sub¬ 
stantiated  not  only  by  the  relative  severity  rating  (based  on  burning  index)  which 
was  23.7,  or  62  percent  above  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years,  but  by  the  number 
of  fires  and  the  area  burned,  which  were  52  and  58  percent  respectively  above  the 
1938-47  average.  Because  of  (l)  the  closure  of  particularly  hazardous  areas  when 
burning  conditions  were  most  acute,  (2)  prompt  action  by  state  and  federal  pro¬ 
tection  agencies,  and  (3)  an  appreciable  amount  of  good  luck,  no  catastrophic 
fires  developed.  However,  both  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  exceeded  their  10-year 
average  burn.  Michigan  made  the  best  record  with  only  o#09  percent  of  its 
protected  area  burned  and  an  average  area  per  fire  of  8.2  acres.  Minnesota 
suffered  the  most  with  a  burn  of  G.61  percent  and  an  average  fire  of  74.8  acres, 
while  on  the  national  forests  the  burn  amounted  to  0.05  percent  of  the  area  under 
protection  and  fires  averaged.  9.3  acres. 

•The  underlying  cause  of .  the  severe  fire  season  was  the  marked  deficiency  and 
abnormal  distribution  of ' precipitation  which  prevailed  throughout  the  Lake  States 
ana  eastern  Canada.  'The  spring  fire  season  opened  late  (about  the  middle  of 
April),  became  acute  the  last  half  of  April,  reached  its  peak  in  May,  and  con¬ 
tinued  well  into  Tune,  normally  an  off  month.  A  shorter  but  even  mere  acute  fire 
period  occurred  in  the  fall,  reaching  its  peak  in  September  in  .Michigan  (August 
in  southern  lower  Michigan)  and  October  In  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  August  wa3 
also  a  bad  month  in  the  southern  portion  of  all  three  states.  For  the  region  a3 
a  whole,  May  and  October' were  the  peak  months  for  severity  of  burning  conditions, 
with  June  and  September  not  far  behind. 

The  number  of  fires,  by  causes,  on  48,650,000  acres  of  state  and  private  land,  ms 
as  follows: 


% 

Cause 

• 

• 

Mi  chigan 

«  • 

Wisconsin 

4  4 

4  4 

4 

Minnesota  ' 

-% 

% 

Total 

# 

*  Percent 

• 

• 

Smoking, ......... 

622 

555 

305 

1,482 

29.1 

Railroads . 

296 

337 

462 

1,095 

21.5 

Land  clearing. ♦ . . 

322 

264 

228 

814 

16.0 

Miscellaneous. . . . 

230 

313 

140 

683 

13.4 

Incendiary . . 

48 

132 

28 

258 

5.1 

Meadow  burning. . • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

245 

245 

4.8 

Campfires. ....... 

55 

72 

57 

184 

3.6 

lightning . 

73 

86 

12 

176 

3.5 

Unknown . 

93 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

93 

1.0 

Lumbering. ....... 

34 

16 

13 

63 

1.2 

Totals. ........ 

1,778 

1,825 

1,490 

5,093 

100.0 

A  summary  of  forest  fire  statistics  for  state  and  private,  lands  is  given  on  the 
back  of  this  sheet. 
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Not&:  For  1947  statistics  see  Technical  Note  No.  £95 


IS 


CD 
4  t® 
o  lo 

SIS 

c+  i  <3 
!® 
c  |P 

4s  |C6 
I  TO 


S) 

CD 

4 


Ms  O 
M 


Ms 

4 

M 

CD 

CO 

£ 

H 

»-■ 

Pi 

CD 

4 


<3 

O 


43 

-3 

CD 


o 


TO 

o 

Ms 

Mi 
H* 

4 

CD 

O 

o 
t-iy 
O  |c+ 

P  |3 
o  II-1 
4 
CD 
CD 


O  lo 
o  hj !  o 

w  CD  I  CO 

C+  4  Ic+ 


M 

4 

CD 

co 

£ 

|4 
S  CD 
ICO 
ICO 
I  4- 

l§ 


P 

o 

4 

® 


o 

M 


M 

4- 

4 

CD 


M 
4 
O  i 

C+ 

CD  1 4 
o  j® 
c+  i  <i 
®  I® 
pi  >P 
i  c+ 

io 

IP 


H 

O 

ro 

CD 

OS 


CM 


w 

H 

ro 

03 


CP 


Cv 


o 

03 

to 


</ 


o 

w 

03 


'2 

C/3 

s> 

w? 

fd 

2 

co 

td 

4- 

IS) 

5£]  4- 

43 

O 

<1  03 

© 

Co 

4 

C3 

£ 

TO 

® 

4 

CD 

H 

1  c+ 

i  4 

4 

o 

y 

® 

X 

t— : 
4 
O’ 

PS' 

P. 

P 

o 

P 

IP 

lo 

® 

o 

o 

® 

O 

033 

M 

Ci 

P 

M 

o 

M 

4 

M 

H 

® 

c 

!  c+ 

c+ 

M 

O 

hcj 

H 

h- 

g* 

Q1 

M 

M 

TO 

4- 

H 

O 

p-1 

■i 

£ 

C 

£ 

P 

4- 

4 

® 

4 

CO 

4 

O 

TO 

o 

!® 

4 

4 

< 

4 

o 

4  54 

® 

ro 

M 

Cn 

IP 

P 

.  IP 

® 

CD 

c+ 

O 

M 

CO 

CO 

i® 

® 

TJ 

4 

CO 

:o 

1 — 1 1  T5 

P^ 

CD 

hr! 

i  co 

P 

H 

p 

P 

a 

o 

£ 

£ 

HcJ 

1  C3 

o 

OQ 

0*3 

CD 

c+ 

o 

TO 

TO 

CD 

® 

c + 

® 

® 

- 

M 

•£ 

4 

4 

® 

4 

p 

o 

o 

4 

p 

O 

M 

® 

o 

4 

O 

CD 

P 

c+ 

4- 

P 

o 

c+ 

TO 

CO 

o 

o 

® 

4 

r 

p 

c+ 

TO 

4 

4 

P 

4- 

p 

p 

4- 

® 

® 

P 

o 

033 

O 

K 

• — ~ 

IctJ 

4 

P 

CP 

4 

P 

® 

4 

£ 

® 

o 

M 

oL 

4 

P 

4 

c+ 

P 

® 

® 

Q 

63 

O 

P 

' — 

c+ 

® 

p 


=C:> 

=€#-- 

■CD- 

CD 

H 

~o 

to 

O 

o 

03 

o 

CD 

H 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Ol 

o 

c 

C33 

o 

P 

to 

CD 

CD 

o 

o 

to 

43 

03 

CP 


4f~ 


to 

p-1 

03 

o 

o 

o 

p 

o 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Os 

CD 

o 

o 

o 

p-1 

03 

o 

C£ 

03 

Os 

03 

4fr 


O 

ro 


cm 


H 

« 

to 

CD 


Os 

H 


CM 


O 

o 

CD 


CM 


to 

t 

p 


o 

9 

I— 1 
to 


•  • 

to  43 


~o 

p 

CD 


to 

<3 

03 


CD 

t 

to 


<r 

C4 

CD 

CM 

CD 

03 

to  H 

P 

03 

o 

O 

CO 

O 

to  o 

• 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

H 

43 

o 

o 

41 

w 

P  to 

P 

03 

o 

Ol 

o 

o 

CD 

os 

to 


O  M 
o  to 

r0  c+ 

» B- 

p 

c+ 

>•3  ® 
4-  P 
4 

®  P 

w  § 
4  P 
CD  0*3 


Si 


« 

M 


<1 

® 

4 

c+ 

4 

O 

P 


® 


4 

® 

P 

o' 

£ 

3 

® 

p  M 

4' 

1  s 

P  re 

o 

4 
CD 
TO 


,  CD 
o'  p 


8 

c+ 

® 

o 

c+ 

® 

p 

I 

p 

o 

4 

CD 

CO 


cm-  cm  c-r  cm 

H  H 


H 

O' 


03  03  to 

0>  41  CO  tO  p- 1  CO 

H  CH  to  <r>  p  4J  00 

>«  S«  W  V«  M 

P  43  ro  cr  cd  43  o 

to  oi  to  oi  43  o 

K  O  O  Oi  O  CD  C 


CrT  CPCPCD 

H 


H 

P 


O  H  CO  Os 

c>  h  o>  to  ro  oi 
^  c  oo  oi  oi  h  w 

<«  «#  M  ^  ^  ^ 

CD  to  <3  I— 1  03  CD  O 
<3  (D  43  M  <3  M.  O 
^  y  ^  -vi  ^  oi  o 


C?  P-C-  CP 

H 


CD 


o  p  <3  r  j  h  p-1 

CD  Ol  H  CO  M 

•o  y  ®  o  p  p  m 

<1  O  y  i  M  ^  o 

®  oi  o  o  y  ro  o 

p  ro  ^  p  p  ro  o 


<  CM  C-  CP 
03  tO 


P 

tO 


H 

P 


<3 

ro 


"3  O-i  to  P 

to  03  Nl  P 

Os  tO  P  to  to  03  03 

p  si  y  o  o  o  o 

ro  P  o  P  03  to  o 

o  to  ^  y  p  p  o 


■C  *•••  *.<: 

to  M 


P 

CD 


o  P  ®  to  cr> 

03  O  CD  03  to  Ol 

O  03  O  03  P  03  O 

««  f  >•  >4  «*  \«  Vi 

cn  CD  O  O  to  03  o 

P  DO  03  03  03  03  O 

o  ro  co  y  to  o  o 


